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Construction on the house began in 1836.  It was originally a 

two story private home for George Jones , who intended to 

use it as an Inn.  But it was not until 1849, when Phillip and 

Mary Weaber bought the property that it became an Inn for 

travelers of the National Road. Mary Weaber’s good cooking 

was famous and  the “Old Weaber Place” operated until 

1859.  When Mrs. Susan Baird acquired the property in 1864, 

she and her husband turned the inn into a beautiful home, 

which they lived in until 1902. 

The Buena Vista Tavern once again became a popular stop 

on the National Road with the invention of the automobile.  

The inn was converted into a hotel which was named the 

Hollyhock Lodge.  In the 1930’s, several cabins, a gas 

station, a small restaurant and a grocery were added to the 

inn.  It was called “Buena Vista Court”, “Buena Vista Camp”,  

and then “Buena Vista Motel” before it closed in the 1960’s. 

When Phillip and Denna Johnson purchased the Buena Vista 

Tavern (or Buena Vista Motel as it was called most recently) 

in 1963, it had been vacant for six months.  The home was 

almost destroyed inside and the exterior and interior walls 

were painted varying shades of pink.  The young couple 

began restoration of the house immediately and opened it 

once again as a hotel and motel later in 1963.  They 

continued operation until 1968 when I-70 opened.  The 

Johnsons also opened an antique shop and a small lamp 

shop inside the house and in what had been the restaurant 

building.  Later an addition was constructed adjoining the 

house for what is now Johnsons Lamp Shop.  Beginning in 

the 1970’s, the house was returned to a private home and 

restoration lovingly continues. 
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Speakers: 

 Denna Johnson 
       Owner of the Buena Vista Tavern and Motel 

 Cyndie Gerken 
       President of the Ohio National Road Association 

 John Detrick 
       Clark County Commissioner 

 Toni Keller 
       South Vienna Mayor 
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