
Thank you for attending this historic event. 

For information about the Ohio National Road Association, including 

our  upcoming interpretive sign unveilings, please visit our website at 

www.ohionationalroad.org or contact Melanie Runkel (937) 521-2129. 
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     The invention of the telephone in 1876 eventually 
made a town out of an intersection in Miami County’s 
Bethel Township. The crossroads was ten miles south 
of Troy, ten miles north of Dayton and two miles east of 
the Great Miami River. It was a spot of natural beauty 
and the area had long been noted for its fine nurseries 

and stock farms. But that was before the arrival of the 
telephone company.  

Originally this place was known as Tadmor, after its 
nearest post office. But when the phone company’s 
mail was sufficient enough to necessitate a local post 
office, Sidney Eidemiller offered floor space in his 
nearby general store. This post office needed a name 
and local nurseryman Noah Albaugh suggested the 
obvious - “Phonetown.” Soon afterward the “w” was 
dropped, and in 1899 the Federal Post Office 
Department approved, giving the crossroads postal 
window service and its official name of Phoneton.  

Perhaps the most significant role played by 
Phoneton was during the Flood of 1913. Charles Bell 
related that “on March 26th, [phone] lines were out in 
every direction. Dayton was under water and the old 
central office there was flooded to the second floor. 
District Telephone Chief John Bell climbed to the roof 
where the cable entered the building and, using a test 
set, finally ran a Phoneton circuit. He told the test 
board man at Phoneton of the frightful conditions in his 
city and asked for a circuit to be set up to Governor 
Cox’s office at Columbus. For hours the makeshift 
connection was the only communication Dayton had 
with the outside world.”  
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A reception will follow the unveiling ceremony. 


