
Thank you for attending this historic event. 

For information about the Ohio National Road Association, including 

our  upcoming interpretive sign unveilings, please visit our website at 

www.ohionationalroad.org or contact Louis Agresta (937) 521-2134. 

Become a member and Join the Journey ! 

® 

The Rodeo Shop has been in business for over 52 years at the same 

location on Rt. 40/National Road, and has seen much growth from its 

humble beginnings.  The shop was started with $400  left over from a 

loan to build a farrowing house. From the small original shop to the 

present, The Rodeo Shop is one of Ohio’s premier Western Stores.  For 

many years, The Rodeo Shop held horse shows, roping, barrel racing 

and Jr. Rodeo’s.  Since it was the only such facility in the region, many 

contestants came and enjoyed their passion.   

Joan Lutz was very involved in the community and was excited about 

the organizing of the Ohio National Road Association, and its efforts 

to preserve and promote this historic road.  The Rodeo Shop is honored 

to have the Western Gateway Interpretive sign on its property where 

it will be visible to  travelers entering Ohio on the National Road. 

Unveiling of the Ohio National Road 

Western Gateway Interpretive Sign 

Saturday, November 6, 2010 at 1:00 pm 
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The National Road crosses six states from Baltimore, Maryland to 

East St. Louis, Illinois. The Road fulfilled the dreams of George 

Washington and Thomas Jefferson to build an all-weather route to 

cross the Allegheny Mountains and connect the eastern seaboard 

with the Midwest. The National Road was conceived by Albert 

Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury under Thomas Jefferson. 

Authorized by Congress in 1806, it was the nation’s first Federally 

funded interstate highway and it opened the west for the movement 

of people and goods. Construction began in 1811 in Cumberland, 

Maryland, extending an earlier route from Baltimore. By 1818, the 

Road reached the Ohio River, by 1833 it was completed to 

Columbus, Ohio, and in 1850 it extended west to Vandalia, Illinois. 

Today, much of the old National Road is part of U.S. Route 40, 

although there are several sections of the original alignment of the 

old road that still exist, some of which are paved in brick, a popular 

paving method in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The 

National Road in Ohio is 227 miles long, entering the state at 

Bridgeport, across the Ohio River from Wheeling, West Virginia, 

and exiting the state just west of here into Indiana.  

The Road is an engineering marvel. Graceful stone arch bridges 

cross streams, and inns and taverns were built to meet the needs of 

travelers.  Many of the bridges and buildings that characterized the 

early days of the road can still be found today. Driving along the 

Road is a diverse cultural and historic landscape that is America. 

To navigate the National Road, use the official Historic National 

Road sign. The signs are primarily located along U.S. Route 40, but 

also direct you to bypassed segments of the original National Road. 

 

A Brief History of  

The National Road 

Unveiling of the Ohio National Road 

Western Gateway  Interpretive Sign 

Saturday, November 6, 2010—1:00 pm 

Speakers: 

 David Wesler 
       Preble County Commissioner 

 Kathy Hicks 
       Rodeo Shop Manager 

 Cyndie Gerken 
       Ohio National Road Association President 

A special thanks to the following: 

 

Ohio National Road Association Board,  Members, & Staff 

Interpretive Sign Sponsor—The Rodeo Shop 

Jane Lightner—Preble County Historical Society 

Rodeo Shop Owners—Don and (the late) Joan Lutz 


