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ONRA Members and Friends,
The beauty of the autumn season is upon us. It’s time to enjoy the beautiful fall
colors, swirling leaves and cool, crisp air and what better way to do so than to take a
trip along the Historic Ohio National Road to view the broad vistas and explore the
Road’s history.
Our Interpretative Signage program continues to educate and enhance the travel
experience along the Road as additional signs are installed. Several new
interpretative signs have been installed and unveiled this summer and early fall as
part of the Interpretative Signage project with several more signs manufactured and
ready for installation. Check our web site for a partial list of installations and grab your
Traveler’s Guide for a road trip to check them out! Take your selfies and post them on
Facebook with a caption of your location.
The Mile Marker Project continues to replace missing markers and make repairs
those in need. Since spring the following mile markers have been installed
repaired: #247 in front of the Reynoldsburg Municipal
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building, #267 in the Village of Alton, #272 in the
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Artwork
Village of West Jefferson, along with #271 in Madison
County and #268 on West Broad Street. The following National Road Trivia
Mile Markers are awaiting easements for future
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installation: #266, #250, #251 and #252. Mile Marker
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#198, the 19 century sandstone marker that was Reciprocity Bridge Clean-Up
recovered and saved from auction has been reset and 2015 Membership Update
will be re-lettered and dedicated in the near future.
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Won’t you all please join us at our Annual Banquet Leslie Cope Painting Dedication
which will be held at the Hickory House Gahanna on
Friday evening November 20, 2015 at 6:30 pm. National Road Trivia Answer
Hickory House in Reynoldsburg was the inspiration for Upcoming Events
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Continued from Page 2…
a location along the National Road but the Reynoldsburg location does not have a Banquet Room and the
Gahanna location has a separate room for us. See details for reservations, entree choice, directions and
payment information inside the newsletter. It will be an enjoyable evening!
Many items of interest have taken place this last nine months including CMP completion, Harper Endowment discussion, updates from the road, two new prints by Mary Morrison (Whitehall Tavern and Jacksontown) for a $30 donation or $35 if mailed, naming rights opportunities to sponsor interpretative signs or
mile markers and plans for an Autumn Ohio National Road Poker Run Fund Raiser on October 10, 2015.
There has been one Board resignation. We will miss Guernsey County Board Member Ed Wagstaff but we
know that he will continue to keep ONRA in the communication loop as necessary. Thanks Ed for your
many years of dedicated service.
If you have a love for the Road, please show your support. Your tax-deductible membership or one-time
donation will help insure the success of the Ohio National Road Association.
I sincerely appreciate all the support this year and look forward to an even better year in 2016.
Mary Ellen Weingartner

Ohio National Road Artwork
The Ohio National Road Association has commissioned
local artist Mary Morrison to sketch two historical images
which were used on two recent interpretive signs
(Jacksontown & Whitehall Tavern). These signs will soon
be located in Jacksontown, OH (Licking County) and
Whitehall, OH (Franklin County) respectively. In addition
the association has produced a limited quantity (50 of
each) of these prints for a donation. Mary Morrison has
signed and numbered each of the prints. Please consider
supporting ONRA by donating to the association and in
turn receiving one of these fantastic pieces of art that
reflect the historical grandeur of the Ohio National Road.

Jacksontown

$35 for mailed/shipped prints (includes the shipping
cost)

Whitehall Tavern

Life in a National Road pike town is displayed here in this Jacksontown sketch.

$30 for prints obtained at an ONRA event or at the
ONRA Administrative Offices
Contact Information:
ONRA Administrative Office: LCPC, 20 S. Second Street,
Newark, OH 43055
Questions: Chris
ra@lcounty.com)

Harkness

(740-670-5201

or

on-

The Whitehall Tavern was an excellent example of the prominence of National Road
taverns.
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National Road Trivia: “Where the heck is this?”

Hint: This “Highway to Heaven” resulted from an experiment. Do you know where it is? (Answer on page 7)

New ONRA Website
At the end of August the ONRA website received
a major facelift. In addition to an updated design
of the entire website, the new site also boasts
many new features, such as: an interactive map
of the Ohio National Road, a flip-book version of
the National Road Traveler’s Guide, an ONRA
Facebook feed, an events calendar, email subscription to website posts, and much more.
The new site was designed and donated by David Starr, one of ONRA’s byway coordinators.
David also runs the web design business
‘Design Brew’. ONRA is thrilled with the work
that David put into this site. The association is
set-up to move swiftly into the future with the
new site as a primary tool.
If you have not seen the new site please check it
out at www.ohionationalroad.org and get up-todate with all the happenings along the Road and
the association.
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Reciprocity Bridge Gets a Makeover
On July 20, 2015, a crew of
ODOT maintenance workers
cleared the vegetation from the
Reciprocity Bridge and mowed
the field between the bridge
and US Route 40. The bridge,
located west of Zanesville near
Mount Sterling, was built for the
National Road to cross over
Timber Run in 1830. When US
Route 40 was realigned and
bypassed Mount Sterling, the
bridge was no longer used.

The Reciprocity Bridge at the beginning of the clean-up project..
Since the bridge is
owned by the State of
Ohio, ODOT’s District 5
has committed to ensuring that the destructive
vegetation is removed
seasonally and in a
manner that preserves
the stone masonry and
concrete roadway. This
means not spraying
herbicides directly on the
stones, and cutting vines
at the base level (which
allows them to rot away)
rather than pulling them
from the masonry.

The Reciprocity Bridge after of the clean-up project.

Future plans for the site
include building a roadside pull-off and installing interpretive signage.
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Membership Update 2015
Business Members
Belmont County Tourism Council
Cambridge/Guernsey County CVB
Muskingum County CVB
Greater Licking County CVB
Licking County Area Transportation Study
Heritage Ohio
Hays Landscape Architecture Studio, St.
Clairsville
Bushnell Investment Company, Springfield
Doug Smith Realty & Auction Co., Outville
Johnson's Lamp Shop, South Vienna
Merchants National Bank, Springfield
Nelson T. Gant Foundation, Zanesville

Ohio Pottery, Norwich
Pennsylvania House Museum, Springfield
Sylvia D. Miller – National Road Audio,
Columbus
The John & Annie Glenn Museum Foundation, New Concord
The Village of Lewisburg
The Village of Hebron
Bethel Township Trustees
Eastmoor Civic Association

1406

Members by County

Belmont
John & Sandy Marshall
William C. Abraham
Dr. John Mattox
Gabe Hays
Guernsey
Ed & Linda Wagstaff
Eleanor Mcintire
Liz Sperandeo
*Drew & Barbara Hansen
Muskingum
Mary Ellen Weingartner
William & Theresa Overholser
Elizabeth Reeb
Richard & Sally Brixner
Ross Pattison
Alan Chaffee
Alan King

Licking
Carolyn Creiglow
Ralph & Charla Devine
Thomas & Martha Tykodi
William & Elizabeth Bicking
Elizabeth Hullinger
Gail & William Lane
Ruth Ann Church
Franklin
Dean & Mary Lou Ringle
Michael & Kathy Peppe
Harry & Nancy Campbell
Robert & Susan Bauer
Mrs. James Finney
Judith B. Williams
Pat Henahan
Raymond E. Thompson
John Kreitzburg
Madison
Kelso & Judy Wessel
Christy Foltz
Mary Lee & John Kile

Members Around
Ohio
Walter Lazuka, Mentor
Thomas Lockard, Gambier
Susan Logan, Delaware
Larry & Marian Vance,
Delaware
Bruce Langner, Westerville
*Gregory Williamson,
Steubenville
David Kanzeg, Strongsville
David Kullman, Oxford
Frank & Eileen Field,
Cuyahoga Falls
Gary Heffner, Rushville
Guy Merryman, Cadiz
Jean M. Baliga,
Tallmadge
Joyce Dressler, Yellow
Springs
Mark Watkins, Akron
Patrick Shepherd,
Cleveland
Paul Schubert, Bath
Steven Hoover, Powell

Clark
Walter Szczesny
William Smith
*Donald & Ellen Wallace
Michael & Mary Manoloff Members from Other
Denna L. Johnson
States
J. Wesley Baker
Robert Clark
Bruce Jones & Cathy
Dale Gerken
Corley, New York, NY
Mark & Martha SinkMiami
horn, Okatie, SC
Virginia Kinney
William & Jan Hill,
Cyndie Gerken
Centereach, NY
Mark A. Davis
Ann Pardini, Fresno,
CA
Lee Bracken, Medford,
Montgomery
*James H. Eidemiller
MA
*Glenn Harper & Carol
Lorna Hainesworth,
Endres
Randallstown, MD
Ronald Patrick
Nancy Smith, Grand
Ed Kemper
Rapids, MI
Gene Reaver
Robert A. Gula, Short
Paul Seibel
Hills, NJ
Joanne Brady
*Denotes Weekend
Preble
Rovers ($100)
Walter Mast
John & Lynn Ferguson
Diane & Everett Trittschuh
Barbara Cox
Judith Hutzel

Page 6

Leslie Cope Oil Painting Dedication
On June 18, 2015 The National Road and Zane Grey Museum was the site of the dedication of a 15 by 7
feet oil painting by Leslie Cope. It depicts life along the National Road in the late 1800s in downtown Zanesville. It is now displayed in the lobby of the museum.
This incredible painting was a gift from the PNC Bank to the Muskingum County Community Foundation
which was then placed on loan to Ohio History Connection to be displayed at the National Road and Zane
Grey Museum.

Leslie Cope Oil Painting of the National Road in Zanesville hanging in the National Road/Zane Grey Museum.

Leslie Cope (1913-2002) a prolific, world renowned local Roseville, Ohio artist was known for regional
landscape and rural genre painting. He was born in England, lived in Massachusetts and settled in Ohio.
The painting was originally painted for the Zane Hotel restaurant which was a high end hotel built in 1927.
The hotel was sold in the 1960s and the painting was saved. The canvas was attached to the wall and
Leslie Cope came and took it off the wall. It was originally a rain scene which he did not like. In 1974 he
touched up the sky making it an after the rain scene.
It was quite an undertaking of coordination for many entities to obtain, move and hang this work of
art. Thanks go to all who were involved in this worthy endeavor.
The placement of this mural at the National Road and Zane Grey Museum enhances the identification and
interpretation of the National Road for those who visit the site. Leslie Cope memorialized our Ohio National
Road in his art work!

Page 7
Trivia Answer from page 3:
Where the Heck is This?

Upcoming Events

This is an original segment of the experimental con- October 9, 2015: New Concord & John Glenn Interpretive Sign Unveilings
crete pavement between Gratiot and Brownsville in
Licking County, which was built between Hebron
1:00 pm: New Concord Sign
and Zanesville during 1914, '15 and '16. It is one of
 New Concord Village Hall (2 W. Main St,
the few spots along the National Road upon which
New Concord, OH 43762)
you can stand and view three centuries of the
2:00 pm: John Glenn Sign
Road's transportation history, at this point just to
 John & Annie Glenn Historic Site (72 W.
the south and at lower elevations than this segment
Main St, New Concord, OH 43762).
which dates to the early-1830s. U.S. Route 40 is
just to the left of this scene from the early 1950s October 10, 2015: Nostalgic Autumn Ohio National
and Interstate 70 is about a half mile south of that,
Road Poker Run
the 21st century superhighway carrying the majority
11:00 am: Zanesville to Buckeye Lake (See the flier
of traffic through this area today. In contrast, little
on page 5 for more details)
traffic ventures onto this hundred-year-old original
concrete today.
October 17, 2015: Etna Sign Unveiling
10:00 am: High Point Park (81 Liberty Street, Etna,
I-70 was constructed in Licking County, later in the
OH 43018)
1950s. The four lane U.S. 40 beginning just west
of Zanesville ends about a mile west of the location
of this photo. It continues about 30 miles further October 24, 2015: Whitehall Tavern & Underground
Railroad Sign Unveilings
west as a two lane highway to where it once again
becomes a four lane highway at the west edge of
Check the events calendar on the ONRA website
Kirkersville.
soon for further details.

Westbound Interstate 70 traffic in the 1950s was November 20, 2015: ONRA Annual Banquet
diverted during construction of the Interstate to the
6:30 pm: Hickory House (550 Officenter Pl, Gahanfour lane U.S. 40 at the Kirkersville exit, continuing
na, OH 43230)
from that point along about a mile long, four lane
 Please come join us for a time of fellowship,
highway connecting the Interstate and U.S. 40, just
friendship, fun, and food. Our Annual Banwest of Kirkersville. U.S. 40 was a four lane dividquet is open to all current Ohio Natioanl
ed highway from there into Columbus, two lanes
Road Association members. We’ll review
carrying westbound traffic, and eastbound Interthe happenings of the past year and the
state traffic from Columbus followed two lanes to
plans for the future.
the Kirkersville interchange and eastbound ramp.
 Price: $25 per person
This traffic arrangement was in place until the then Entrée Choices: Ribs or Chicken
unfinished segment of the Interstate between Kirk Contact: Please send a check to LCPC, c/o
ersville and Columbus was completed in the
Chris Harkness, 20 S. 2nd St., Newark, OH
1960s.
43055. Also send a note indicating the
The original segment of the "connector" roadway
between 70 and 40 remains today, and the road,
now State Route 158, is a two lane highway, utilizing the former two eastbound connector lanes as its
pavement. The two former westbound lanes have
been removed, along with an overpass which carried eastbound motorists following U.S. 40 over the
two lane westbound I-70 traffic, which merged with
the single lane westbound U.S. 40 traffic onto 40
west. If you think reading about it is confusing, you
should've seen and experienced it in person!

number, name, and entrée for all attendees.
Map of the Hickory
House Gahanna location. For further directions and additional information about the restaurant please visit their
website
at
www.thehickoryhouse.c
om.
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Culvert Collapse in Guernsey County
ODOT will be replacing a culvert that was built in 1828 as part of the National Road in Guernsey County.
The culvert collapsed this spring, leaving a 10-by-10-foot hole in the ground. A gas company uses this
remnant of the National Road to get to a meter station and reported the damage to ODOT.
The stone culvert was basically a post-and-lintel structure that
channeled the water from a ditch under the new road. It was
built of various-sized stones and supported on the outside by
earth fill. In the early 20th century, the stone culvert was extended on both sides, with a concrete pipe culvert on the uphill side

Representatives of ODOT, the State Historic
Preservation Office, and the Ohio National Road

and a rectangular concrete box culvert on
the downhill side. The stone portion in
the middle lasted 188 years but didn’t
make it through the difficult storms of
2014. With the stones no longer in place,
water pooled underground and washed
the surface brick and everything in between down the hill.
ODOT bridge inspectors took this photo of the old stone culvert when they
were inspecting it in 2009. It didn’t have the craftsmanship of the stone
arch bridges, but it could be built more quickly and then covered with the
roadbed.

ODOT will need to dig a 28-foot hole on both sides of
the culvert in order to remove the damaged portions and
build a new connector between the other two parts
(while dodging the gas line). They have agreed to bring
up the stones and reserve them for National Road
bridge repairs in the future. The brick in the area will be
harder to salvage because it had been mortared together. ODOT will save any unbroken individual bricks for
ONRA.

The gas line, encased in black, survived the collapse, but
the roadway and lots of dirt were washed away.
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An Update from Belmont County
BELMONT COUNTY ONRA ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1) Three interpretive signs along the National Road and one at the I 70 westbound rest stop, in the form of
a kiosk, have been installed. The three signs are located as follows: in front of the Belmont County
Courthouse in downtown St. Clairsville; at the intersection of Rt. 40 and Ohio Route 9 near the Calvary
Presbyterian Church in St. Clairsville and in front of the NAPA store near the St. Clairsville western city
limit, located on an original brick portion of the Old National Road.
2) The I 70 kiosk is larger with more detail, and is located adjacent to a relocated Old National Road mile
marker, and includes an explanation of the mile markers.
3) Five additional interpretive signs have been delivered and we are awaiting their installation, and dedication; speakers have been identified for the dedication ceremonies. These ceremonies will to be held this
fall or in the spring of 2016. The locations are as follows: Hendrysburg, the boyhood home of screen
star Hopalong Cassidy, in Western Belmont County; two signs to be erected on the campus of Ohio
University Eastern, one commemorating the OUE Brick Tavern House, an original tavern located along
the road and one commemorating the Great Western School, a one room school house used during the
heyday of the National Road. Two signs have been delivered to be erected in historic Morristown, OH.
4) Belmont County ONRA, in conjunction with Gabe Hays Landscape Architecture Studio, LTD., hosted
the first Glenn Harper Endowment fundraiser. The endowment will make grants for historic preservation
of structures along the National Road. The first two, $1,000 grants were made to the Morristown Historical Preservation Association and the Nelson T. Gant Foundation, for preservation work to the Black
Horse Inn in Morristown and the Gant House in Zanesville, respectively.
5) In conjunction with the Friends of Freedom, erected a historical marker honoring the famed abolitionist
Benjamin Lundy in front of his former residence along the National Road in St. Clairsville.
6) Completed the sections of the Corridor Management Plan (CMP) for Belmont County aided by Sandy
Marshall. Speaking of the CMP, we are pleased with the fund-raising suggestions contained in it, particularly those about partnering with larger businesses for sponsorships.
FUTURE PLANS AND IDEAS FOR THE ROAD
1) The installation of additional interpretive signs.
2) Replacement of the mile marker currently located in front of the Belmont County Courthouse. We believe the original marker was to the west and was the site of the groundbreaking for the National Road
in Ohio. The current marker, which may be the original, will be placed in the Belmont County Sheriff's
Residence Museum, adjacent to the county courthouse.
3) Work to better maintain the historic Blaine Bridge, which was renovated prior to Ohio's 2003 Bicentennial Celebration and was designated Ohio's Bicentennial Bridge. Maintenance and upgrades will be done
in conjunction with the Pease Township Park District, which includes Blaine, OH.
4) We also hope to work with the St. Clairsville Garden Club, and other such clubs in Belmont County, to
develop landscaping around mile markers to make them more visually attractive to tourists.
Belmont County Representatives,
Dr. John S. Mattox & John S. Marshall

Membership Information
You have the opportunity to play an important role in the
preservation and development of the National Road by
becoming a Member of the Ohio National Road Association and
donating to a Special Project, Endowment Fund, or Merchandise
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________
PHONE___________________________________________
EMAIL ___________________________________________

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT ONRA?___________________
NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL:
 INDIVIDUAL: $30.00
 FAMILY: $50.00
 BUSINESS: $100.00

®

DONATION AMOUNT TO SPECIAL PROJECT, FUND OR MISC:


SPECIAL PROJECT

$




ENDOWMENT FUND
ART PRINT, PIN, CARDS

$
$

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $

SEND FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
Ohio National Road Association
c/o Chris Harkness—Byway Coordinator
20 South Second Street
Newark, Ohio 43055
-orJoin, contribute or purchase online at
www.ohionationalroad.org

If you enjoy receiving this newsletter, be sure to renew your membership or join ONRA today!

Follow ONRA on
The Ohio
National Road
Association
would like to
thank its
sponsors:
®
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