
 

 

 
 
ONRA Members and Friends, 
 
Beautiful Spring weather is descending upon us!  Let’s all enjoy it. Colorful flowers, 
tree buds, green leaves, planting gardens and warming temperatures are all signs of 
a glorious new season. 
 
We want to welcome our newest ONRA Board members, Richard Duncan and Dixie 
Wyler. Richard will represent ONRA as an at-large member and Dixie will represent 
Guernsey County. We also appreciate and thank those members who have chosen to 
no longer serve on the Board for their various reasons.  
 
Dean Ringle continues work to finish the Mile Marker Grant program with a self-
targeted completion date of July 2016 which is subject to obtaining required 
easements in a timely manner. The Della Selsor Grant was applied for and ONRA 
received some additional grant dollars to help offset the local matching cost; thus 
saving use of monies from our general fund. Mile 
Marker installations and repairs will continue for this 
season. 
 
The Interpretive Signage Committee will continue to 
install and unveil signs along The Road this season. 
Please join us for the placement ceremonies at each 
special location of these informational and educational 
signs. 
 
The Corridor Management Plan update has been 
completed. Gabe Hays submitted the information. Now 
ONRA is undertaking a Sponsorship Program to 
support the organization’s National Road endeavors. 
  
Continued on Page 2…. 
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National Road Trivia: “Where the heck is this?” 

Do you know where this is? (Answer on page 7) 

Continued from Page 2… 
 
The Annual National Road Yard Sale Days with dates of June 1 through June 5, 2016 promise to provide 
an opportunity to buy, sell or browse while enjoying the sites along The Road. Won’t you please join the 
fun and the historical experience of traveling this wonderful state and national scenic byway? 
 
Several ONRA members recently attended the Ohio Byway Conference which was held in Cadiz, Ohio. 
The group experienced a guided tour of the Tappan-Moravian Trail Scenic Byway. There were Byway up-
dates, discussions and speakers, all of which bring attention to our partnership opportunities and discovery 
of the unique qualities of Ohio’s 25 Scenic Byways. Let’s all travel the National Road this summer and 
seek a new travel experience on one or more of the other Ohio Scenic Byways!  
 
Membership is important to the ONRA organization. Please show your support with a tax-deductible mem-
bership or a one-time donation to help ensure the success of the Ohio National Road Association. 
 
Mary Ellen Weingartner, President 
Ohio National Road Association 
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On Tuesday, April 5th, Tom Barrett from 

ODOT and District 5 ODOT personnel, 

along with ONRA president Mary Ellen 

Weingartner, secretary Nancy Campbell 

and immediate past president Doug 

Smith, met at a 19th century stone cul-

vert just west of Linnville in Licking 

County to view and assess deteriora-

tion. ODOT personnel will  correct sev-

eral issues at that site in the near future.  

19th Century Culvert to be Repaired 

Deteriorating culvert on National Road in Licking County 
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Fare            Fun          Fervor 
 

 
 
The annual dinner meeting was held 
on November 20, 2015 at the Hicko-
ry House restaurant in Gahanna, 
Ohio. Thirty-three members and 
friends met for the social hour, din-
ner and business meeting in a pri-
vate dining room. 
 
President Mary Ellen Weingartner 
presented a lively overview of the 
year’s accomplishments and pro-
jects. Included were the following: 
Membership Drive, Annual Historic 
Yard Sale Days, Corridor Manage-        

 
 

 
 
ment Plan, Mile Marker Pro-
ject, Digital Distribution of 
Newsletter, Interpretive Sign-
age Ceremonies, Reciprocity 
Bridge Cleanup, New Web-
site, Culvert Collapse in 
Guernsey County, Endow-

ment Fund Distribution, ONRA Pok-
er Run Fund Raiser, Ohio Byway 
Links Conference, Belmont County 
Activities and Muskingum County 
Dedication of Rediscovered Mile 
Marker. Cyndie Gerken unveiled 
and signed copies of her new book 
Marking the Miles Along the Nation-
al Road Through Ohio.  
 
Camaraderie was enjoyed by all as 
our evening’s events concluded. 
 

2015 ONRA Annual Meeting & Banquet 
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President Mary Ellen Weingartner  
& David Starr 

President Mary Ellen Weingartner  
& Dean Ringle 

Award Presentations included Certificates of Appreciation and 
Recognition to ODOT District 5 for the clean-up on and around 
Reciprocity Bridge and to David Starr for the incredible design of 
the new ONRA website. The Milestone Preservation Award went 
to James and Cheryl Lamborn for their meticulously restored 
home which predates the National Road. The Milestone Leader-
ship Award was presented to former ONRA President Dean Rin-
gle. Dean has been a Board member for many years and has 
hosted signage committee meetings, edited interpretative signs 
and administered the Mile Marker Grant Program. In addition, the 
2014 Milestone Leadership Award was also presented to Glenn 
Harper who was unable to attend last year’s annual banquet. 
This award is well deserved by Glenn for his inspiration, 
knowledge, and leadership in preservation of the Historic Nation-
al Road. 

President Mary Ellen Weingartner  
& James and Cheryl Lamborn 

Former President Doug Smith  
& Glenn Harper 

Annual Historic National Road (US 40) 
Yard Sale Days 

 
 

Over 225 miles of Roadside Treasures! 
 

June 1st—5th, 2016 
Dawn to Dusk 

 

You’ll find everything from antiques, collectibles and furniture to housewares, children’s items, 
baked goods & much more! 

 
Local participation varies, so check area  

listings for sales near you. 
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2016 Ohio Byway Links Conference 

Five ONRA Board mem-
bers traveled to Cadiz, 
Ohio in April to join Tom 
Barrett of ODOT and oth-
er byway representatives 
from across the state for 
the two-day Ohio Byway 
Links conference.  
 
During the conference, 
challenges and threats 
as well as the sharing of 
strategies to sustain our 
state's byways and their 
integrity were on the 
agenda. After a tour and 
program at the Harrison 
County History of Coal 
Museum, the group was 
served a wonderful din-
ner in a downtown Cadiz 
restaurant. On the sec-
ond day, discussions 

2016 Ohio Byway Links Conference Attendees in Cadiz, OH 

In-Depth Group Discussions of Byway Sustainability at the 2016 Ohio Byway Links Conference 
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Trivia Answer from page 2:  
 

Where the Heck is This? 
This is the four-lane U.S. Rt. 40 
concrete open-spandrel arch 
bridge over Big Darby Creek at 
the Franklin/Madison County 
line. The view is looking east 
from the southwest side of the 
structure, located between Alton 
in Franklin County and West Jef-
ferson in Madison County. 

continued in the morning re-
garding plans for the sustaina-
bility of our state's byways. A 
guided tour to several sites 
along the Tappan-Moravian 
Trail Scenic Byway, including 
the boyhood home of General 
George Armstrong Custer in 
New Rumley (see photos). The 
assembled byway members left 
with much more information 
and great working ideas from 
the several brainstorming ses-
sions that took place during the 
conference. It was a beneficial 
and fruitful event for those in 
attendance.  
 
Attendees from ONRA included 
Dr. John Mattox of Belmont 
County, ONRA President Mary 
Ellen Weingartner, Treasurer 
Marian Vance, Secretary Nancy 
Campbell and immediate past 
president Doug Smith. 

General Custer Reenactor 

Interpretive Sign of General Custer in his boyhood hometown of New Rumley, OH 



Page 8 

Headley Inn Open for Business Again 
On April 4, the new owners of the Headley Inn took 
Mary Ellen Weingartner, Doug Smith and Elizabeth 
Reeb on a tour. Elizabeth had reported at a board 
meeting that the Inn had been sold, and Joanna 
Duncan, education director for the National Road 
and Zane Grey Museum and John and Annie 
Glenn Historic Site, suggested that Mary Ellen con-
tact the new owners. 
 
Brian and Carrie Adams bought the Headley Inn in 
September 2015 with thoughts of opening the his-
toric inn as a bed and breakfast. A new pavilion 
behind the inn and a log cabin on the property will 
be available for rent for special events. Their 
daughter and son-in-law, Ashley and Cody Ensley, 
are assisting them. Carrie and Brian are both Ma-
rine Corps veterans, Ashley is an Air Force veteran 
and Cody is a former Army Green Beret who is re-
covering from a severe head injury received in Af-
ghanistan. We thank them for their service. 
 

Located about five miles west of Zanesville, 
the Headley Inn was built in 1833.  Using 
large sandstone blocks quarried locally, the 
inn housed engineers and workers as the 
National Road was constructed. Mile marker 
209 stands in front of the building. To travel-
ers following the National Road west, the Inn 
was famous for its fine food and hospitality 
and the business prospered.  Proprietor Uzal 
Headley enlarged the building in 1835. By 
the 1850s, however, the railroads pushed 
into Ohio and Headley closed the Inn and 
sold the property to Alexander Smith. 
 

For many years, Headley Inn’s use was relegated to storage and sheep-shearing. The automobile revived the 
life of the National Road/U.S. Route 40 and in 1922, Smith’s granddaughters operated a restaurant with two 
overnight rooms at the Inn for nearly 40 years. Headley Inn earned a listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places for its early stone architecture, interior stenciling in the 1835 addition and its association with the Nation-
al Road. Derby Oil and Gas acquired the building in 1981. Then the structure changed hands several times. A 
cabin reportedly built in 1777 was moved from Pennsylvania to the site by another owner. 
 
The current owners have made a few renovations inside the inn.  The three stories include five bedrooms, six 
fireplaces and spiral staircases with stenciling that are remarkably intact; one can picture the activity that the 
building witnessed since 1833. Outside work on the grounds has been ongoing. At the time we toured the Inn, 
the owners had been unsuccessful in gaining access off Route 40 to their acreage immediately to the west, 
needed for parking.  
 
The family purchased Headley Inn for its history. The Zanesville community adds to that history frequently by  

donating items once connected to the inn. Headley Inn opened for business on April 15 and we hope its new 

revival sees a long run. For more information, call 740-487-1446 or email theheadleyinn@gmail.com.  The web-

site is www.headleyinn.com.  

The New Pavilion at the Historic Headley Inn (Photo from Headley Inn 
Facebook Site) 

The Historic Headley Inn is Open for Business (Photo from Head-
ley Inn Facebook Site) 

http://www.headleyinn.com
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Interpretive Sign Dedications 
May 11 saw the dedication of four interpretive signs throughout Belmont County. Dennis Bigler, service director 
for the City of St. Clairsville, spoke at the dedication of the sign located in front of the historic Belmont County 
Courthouse, which was the site of the groundbreaking for the National Road in Ohio on July 4, 1825. From there 
we traveled to the I-70 westbound rest stop, where the Eastern Kiosk was erected several years ago. In addition 
to the interpretive sign, an old Mile Marker and a historical marker pay tribute to the Historic National Road. Dave 
Schafer, Belmont County Transportation administrator, ODOT, spoke about the history of our nation's transconti-
nental highway system from the original National Road to the current interstate highway system. We have been 
fortunate that ODOT has been such an involved partner with ONRA in Belmont County. The next stop was his-
toric Morristown, where Gabe Hays dedicated the Old Brick Road sign, which sits at the east end of Morristown 
where there is a section of the old road and its original brick pavement. The final stop was the Blackhorse Inn, 
where Pam McCort, vice-president of the Morristown Preservation Association, spoke about Morristown, the 
quintessential "pike town," followed by refreshments courtesy of the Morristown Preservation Association. 
 
Historic Blaine Bridge Clean Up project 
The Pease Township Park board will sponsor clean-up of the historic Blaine Bridge, Ohio's Bicentennial Bridge, 
on Saturday, May 14. Inmates from the Belmont Correctional facility provided help in removing debris and cutting 
grass, while George Kryston, president of Property Management Services, has volunteered to sweep and other-
wise help maintain the bridge. Volunteers from the community have been asked to further clean up the historic 
structure and the Park Board hopes to have other such events in the future. Route 40 is being repaved, including 
new sidewalks, and the park board plans similar clean-up efforts along the National Road from Blaine to Bridge-
port. 
 
Underground Railroad Museum Foundation Arranges Purchase of the Famous Benjamin Lundy house 
located on the National Road 
The Underground Railroad Museum and the Underground Railroad Museum Foundation, have entered into an 
agreement to purchase the home of famed abolitionist Benjamin Lundy, located along the road at the eastern 
edge of the St. Clairsville business district at 164 W. Main Street. Known as the "engineer of abolitionism" Lundy 
dedicated his life to the abolitionist movement after witnessing slaves being marched to the market in chains in 
nearby Wheeling, Va. He lived at the location in 1816 where he and five others founded the Union Humane Soci-
ety, an organization whose membership soon exceeded 500. The Friends of Freedom formerly erected a Histori-
cal Marker in front of the Benjamin Lundy house, recognizing its significance in the abolitionist cause. The Benja-
min Lundy house will act as a satellite of the Underground Railroad Museum featuring rotating displays of histori-
cal artifacts. The Underground Railroad Museum, located in Flushing, OH., was founded in 1986 by ONRA 
board member Dr. John S. Mattox and his wife, Roz, and has been a cause to which he had dedicated his life.  
 
Future Plans  
The Blaine Bridge is on the National Register of Historic Places, and ONRA Belmont hopes to have the plaque 
installed on the bridge soon. Also, a dedication plaque has never been erected, which is another project to which 
we aspire. 
 
Mile Marker 141, located in front of the Belmont County Courthouse, is in dire need of replacement and request 
that it be replaced. The original marker will then be placed in the Belmont County Sheriff's Residence Museum 
adjacent to the courthouse. The original site of marker 141 was approximately 450 feet to the west of its current 
location, and the Rotary Club of St. Clairsville relocated it to its current location in 1964. The plaque commemo-
rating this is attached to the marker. ONRA Past President Cyndie L. Gerken has photos of marker 141 in 2009 
and 2015 and the deterioration on the face is quite evident.  
 
Belmont County Representatives, 
Dr. John S. Mattox  &  John S. Marshall 

News From the Road, Belmont County 
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Membership Information 

 

You have the opportunity to play an important role in the  

preservation and development of the National Road by  

becoming a Member of the Ohio National Road Association and 

donating to a Special Project, Endowment Fund, or Merchandise 

 

NAME ___________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS_________________________________________ 
 

PHONE___________________________________________ 
 

EMAIL ___________________________________________ 
 

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT ONRA?___________________ 

 

 

NEW MEMBERSHIP  OR  RENEWAL:  

 INDIVIDUAL: $30.00    

 FAMILY: $50.00  

  BUSINESS: $100.00 

 COMMUNITY ORG: $100  
 

DONATION AMOUNT TO SPECIAL PROJECT, FUND OR MISC:  
 

 SPECIAL PROJECT                  $                                                     

 

 ENDOWMENT FUND         $   

 ART PRINT, PIN, ARDS   $                                 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED:     $  

SEND FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

Ohio National Road Association 

c/o Chris Harkness—Byway Coordinator 

20 South Second Street 

Newark, Ohio 43055 

-or- 

 Join, contribute or purchase online at 

www.ohionationalroad.org   

Spring 2016 Newsletter The Ohio      

National Road 

Association 

would like to 

thank its        

sponsors: 

If you enjoy receiving this newsletter, be sure to renew your membership or join ONRA today! 

® 

® 

Follow ONRA on 

Thank you for  

supporting ONRA! 


